What is the Executive Order 11988 on Floodplain Management?

Executive Order 11988 requires

possi bl eand hfteomspoadver se i mpact
occupancy and modification of f
direct and indirect support of
practicabl e alternative. I n acc
shall provide | eadership and sh
l oss, to minimize the impact of
fare, and to restore and preser
by floodplains in carrying out
that include Federally assisted
ment s.

What are floodplains?

FIl oodpl a#lys nmgr earlemaw t hat are

stream, rivers, |l akes, or ocean
form a complex and dynamic systi(=
i c, bi ological and soci et al res
sion control, water filtering p
al so the |l ocus of a variety of

What grant projects are subject to
Executive Order 11988?

F E MA

Executive Order 11988 applies to Federally funded pr
to siting in a floodplain. The Federal government ca
the-ye@®@@ fl oodplain or cyreari cfalloocadcpliaines. wdrtihtiinc alh ea c5t0
which even a slight chance of flooding is too great

tivity because of several factors, including serving
potentially hazardous medi cal materi al s.

Therefore, HRSA grantees constructing new facilities
their project reviewed under the Executive Order. HR
facility alterations are exempt from Executive Order
When should the Executive Order 11988 review process take place?

The determination of whether the projeanl|l y sinhotclhad edle :
the project. As with any site |Iimitations (steep gr a
ards should be identified as part of site selection.
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How do grantees conduct the Executive Order 11988 review?

The eight steps | i smaekdi rhgerper oceefslsect t he deci si on
required in Section 2(a) of the Executive Order | f
vironment al Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Assessme
is required, grantees should ensure that the steps d
are integrated in that document to reduce duplicatio
consolidate public notice requirements.
St epDelt ermine if a proposed action (project) is in th
fl oodplTéhien first step is to determine if the project
in or will/l affect a floodplain. The FEMA Flood Insur
Map (FIRM) that identifies flood hazard areas i s an
make this determination. Electronic versions of FIRM
bl e online at the FEMA Map Service Center:
www. msc. fefmhigosite all ows searches for flood maps b
county or street address. FEMA
After finding the flood map | t |
ees need to determine i f the Wi
flood hazard are—aedesfgnaded
year floodplain for critical ar
the frequency of the flood t The
designated by a Zone beginni as
For coastali skr &aosn,eshibgehgi n wig Mich
indicates the wave velocity § h ¢
i ng.
There are two possible out cof i - AME Vv al
1.The actlonol(cpcreotjeecttv)/ltlrsunlalkyfd)bo'olhdeuﬂezalnldglareé'%MA
The review is complete and there is no need to cont

2. The actiobotptedewi hinmniahyfoobodhbaeahidghhreas. Gr al

I n either case, the outcome of the | ocation evaluat:.
(EI'D) form. A copy of the FIRM with the approxi mate

EI'D form as supporting documentation.

StepCo2nduct early public relvfi ewhe imrcojueétingi pulbdc at et
publish a notice that allows the public input into t
not NEPA EA Note: This step may be satisfied through

Steplddenti fy and evaluate practicabl@r antteenadrn & ersedq w
alternatives to |l ocating a project within a floodpl a
pl ain, grantees must select that | ocation if it is p
sites within the floodplai nNERAtEAaMet éesSTheis&angsso
ees evaluate should be described in the alternatives

Stepldlentify impacts of tiCempt oposedwachi ohe( Exejcedct )

project wildl not have an i mpact. I f there is no prac
i mpact the floodplain andNERPAsE&AI MpaetsTheed&@8At mubé a
pacts to the floodplain or explain how the project w
flood storage and/ or wil/l it create an obstruction?
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